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150 William and Mary Quarterly 

Reconstruction in North Carolina. By J. G. de Roulhac Hamilton, Pro- 
fessor of History in the University of North Carolina. New York, 
Columbia University. Longmans, Green & Co., Agents. 

This is a study commenced by the author in 1902 as a doctrinal dis- 
sertation in Columbia University, and since that time continued so as 
to cover the entire period of Reconstruction in North Carolina, which 
closed in 1876. The author states that in his search for material, he 
found a marked disinclination in many of the actors in the period to 
discuss all the matters therein involved. And no wonder, for looking 
back from this day of peace and quiet, the period of reconstruction 
appears like some dreadful nightmare in which the dominant authority in 
(he North seems to have gone stark, staring mad. That the Southern 
people did many regrettable things within this interval is not to be won- 
dered at. For eleven years the welter of reconstruction continued, and 
this fact will ever remain a severe commentary upon the boasted claim 
of the North to superior civilization. It cannot be doubted that at the 
bottom of the policy was the determination of the Northern leaders to 
humiliate the Southern people and to wreak vengeance. The policy of 
the British government a few years ago towards the Boers, after a bloody 
war, was quite the reverse, and bore the noble fruits which are shown 
to-day in their enthusiastic loyalty to the British government. 

Mr. Hamilton has shown great industry in sifting the facts and has 
divested himself of all prejudices in the matter. His work is a luminous 
one and there will be no occasion for any one to attempt a second study. 
Has the South been financially benefitted by the abolition of slavery? 
The answer to this question is not legitimately one for this work, but the 
subject involved may excuse the asking; as also some remarks pertinent 
thereto. The old slaveholders insisted that abolition would greatly im- 
poverish the South — has it done so? The cold facts seem to show that 
they were right. Fifty years have passed since the war — nearly two gen- 
erations — and the ordinary wounds of war should be well healed. Com- 
pare the old South with the old North, both of 1861, and then compare 
the new South with the new North (igio), taking the same States, and 
the census shows that the new South is relatively many times poorer 
than the old South. The single State of Massachusetts has more wealth 
than all the States that went into secession, if Texas be omitted. Thft 
present negro question in the South is not one of a homogeneous society, 
but of a society in which two races exist side by side, without possibility 
of assimilation, and, in which one, unquestionably as it must, assumes 
superiority in both government and society. Slavery is unjustifiable, and 
so is German imperiaism, which denies so largely freedom of action to 
the individual ; and yet, under the German system, there has developed 
one of the strongest nations intellectually and commercially the world has 
ever known. 



